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severe condlliol :r \', 'ntc: ;. ioie develops be-
t\,veen a \\'ona:r! :ec:::l 0: :iadder and her
Vag ina .  Ob ) :L : - . - '  : . : - . :  : ( : * : i  : :Om ObS t IUC ted
labor anci leac. ::. :::o:t-c .:.lcontinence and

sometimes nerve damage .-:c ::-:c::"-::,'. Tris occurs pre-
dominantly in developL::g io-jr:::e:. ::-e :o insufficient ob-
stetric cate, and lt aftecls :.: -c..: :.'. - ::-,-:or^ tromen world-
wide. Sufferers are often os::ac::.: :'.' '-jrerr nl]ages and even
their own families. trI:-r' O-r'r S:-.:::s rusr featureJength
documentary AWalk ro Bic-:: . ' - . .  ; : . :orucles f ive young Af-
rican women as thev rrave- :c {:i:s .{baba Fistula Hospitaf
seeking ftee treatment io: ::.r-: cr::iitarLng condition.

Smith scouted, procuc€i. ir:c.ci€d and served as one of
five cinematographers oi. :a-: t:o'eci. Her team shot the film
mainly over four months. :*:-:.: nhrch the largely female
crew towed equipment lo::q ::::;-:ccs Ln bakLng temperanues.
Finding subjects was dij:c:-:. roo. 'There's a lot of shame
associated with this cond-:-c::.' Smith says. 'Word of mouth
ultimately led us to the ,,'.'o.ten rve followed."

Smith says her brsc..:  chal lenge was balancing the
women's tender stories ,.\.':rr the necessary medical context:
"The more information v,-e :ncluded, the more the womerfs
stories risked being drlured. fBurl I was determined not to
Iet the audience leave n'irhout understanding the complex-
iry of this condit ion. '

The International Documentary Association gave AWaIk
To Beautiful its top Fearure Documentary Award in zoo7,
andWalk received [mrred theatrica] release this year. Now
available on DVD-and eligible for a zoo8 Oscar-the film
continues to screen at universities, churches and other
venues. But most importantl,v, it has spurred donations to
the Fistula Hospital and helped push a bill through Congress
to assist with maternal child health globally. "I felt great
responsibility for these women and their healrh," Smith
says. "They trusted me with their stories. They called me
'mother."' ,n r.rE JAGoBs
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