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MII 
EXPLIIDING
GIRL
ZOE KAZAN TAKES CONTROL OF HER
WHITE-HOT CAREER

UTTERFLIES IN THE
stomach rarely plague
Zoe I(azanwho,
unlike many actors,
looks forward to the
auditioning process.
"I'm avery'take the
bull by the horns'type
of person," says the
2 S-year-old California
native. "There's so

much about this business that's out of
your control. Auditioning is the time
whenyou dowhatyoucan do, howyou
want to do it. Nobody else is in charge."

Since l(azan made her major feature
debut inFracturein2OOT, she has most
certainly taken charge of her auditions
and her career. Alternating between
the stage (Things We Want, The SeaguII)
and screen (The Savages, Revolutionarg
Road), she has steadily carved a place
for herself beside A-listers like Meryl
Streep and Leonardo DiCaPrio.

Of course, it seems inevitable that
she would pursue such a career,
given her family tree: Elia l(azan was
her grandfather and screenwriters
Robin Swicord and Nicholas I(azan
are her mom and dad. Still, the Yale
graduate harbors no illusions about the
challenges of acting and appreciates
the benefits that come from such a
pedigree.

"This is an extraordinarily hard job
to have," she says. "There's so much
heartbreak and competition, but I've
beenvery lucky. Iwon't deny that people
were morewillingto meetwith me at
the beginningbecause of my last name,
but I've never gotten a job because of
it and I've never asked my parents for
help. All my contacts are my own."

As are her choices. one of which
involved shedding her clothes for her
flrst professional theater role in ?he
Prime of MissleanBrodie and in Sam
Mendes' Revolutionary Road, but insists
she considers doing nudity on a case-
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by-case basis. "Looking backat ?he
Prime of Miss lean Brodie,I wasn't really
ready to do it, but I wanted the part so
badly. It's not somethingl'm staking
my reputation on. It affects the wayyou
think about yourself and sometimes
your actin$ can get overlooked."

Nowadays, I(azan's prowess at
pretending is anything but lost. She
recently took home the Best Actress
Award at the Tribeca Film Festival
for her starring role inTheExploding
Girl. The film was written for her by
director Bradley Rust Gray, who came
calling after a failed audition by IGzan
ayear earlier. Also on deckare Rebecca
Miller's The Private Lives of Pippa Lee,
Nia Vardalos' I Hate Valentine's Dag,
Richard Linkl ater's Me anil Orson Welles
and Nancy Meyers' SomethingGood.
The last, a big-budget romantic comedy

in which IGzan plays the daughter of
Meryl Streep and AIec Baldwin, is "the

cushiest job" she says she's ever"had.
"I've done so many small films with tiny
budgets, this feels like the Taj Mahal.
Our clothes are beautiful, the food is
better and the trailers are nicer."

I(azan loves beingon set, but she has X
also been honing her writing skills. Her i
first produced screenplay, Absalom, 3
premiered at the Humana Festival of 

'>

NewAmerican Plays this past spring. q
"I'm just gfetting to the point where B

I have to make difflcult choices about 3
what I'm goingto do next," says I(azan. H"I've kept myself open to do a movie 9
when Ii'as offered agreat theater role, i
and I've had to turn down films to do t
stagework I really wanted to do. I feel E
more pressure now to be strategic in 5
my decisions." nu I

,.I WON'T DENY THAT PEOPTE WERE
MtlREWILTING T(l MEETWITH ME BECAUSE

lIF MY LAST NAME.''


