
and an ever increasing number
ing a planet-friendly way of

ng to the National Association of Home
(wwr,q/.r"rahb.org), this year consumers are expected to

double their spending on green products and services.
"The movement has def ini tely picked up. People's

wi l l ingness to act is unprecedented," says Dena Mottola,
executive director of Environment New Jersey (itr,tw.environrnent
newjersey.org),  an environmental  advocacy organizat ion
aff i l iated with New Jersey Publ ic lnterest Research Croup
(NJPIRC). "Homeowners are making their  houses more
energy-efficient, and there's been a lot of leadership from
industry and CEOs. There are also posit ive steps happening
in the state government."

For its part, Environment NewJersey has successfully rallied its
resources with far-reaching results. The organization has gained
the Clean Water Act's strongest protection for 45 New Jersey
waterways, secured voter support to fund tailpipe pollution
traps that significantly reduce diesel emissions from trucks and
transit and school buses, and helped push legislation requiring
automobile manufacturers to oroduce 'cleaner' cars.

In 2003, New Jersey's environment got another helping
hand with the establishment of a clean energy mandate, the
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS), aimed at increasing the
use of homegrown, renewable energy sources such as wind,
solar, ocean and sustainable biomass. With the state's elec-
tr ic i ty demand ant ic ipated to jump by 29% in the next 13
years, the RPS, adopted by the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities (NJBPU) (wwl.state"nj.us/bpu,f, was expanded in 2006
and now calls for 20"h of New Jerseyt electricity to come from
renewable sources by 2020. NJPIRC estimates that the RPS will
remove a total of 15.3 bill ion oounds of carbon dioxide.

Renewable energy systems have segued into the
construct ion industry,  making'green' bui lding a mult ibi l l ion-
dollar market. From incorporating more natural light, to
bui lding with solar panels and recyclable roof ing t i les, to
using nontoxic paints and carpets, builders are able to offer
clients more options, at increasingly affordable prices, that
generate cost savings in the long run. To promote 'green'

bui lding, the United States Creen Bui lding Counci l  (USCBC)
(www.usgbc.org) developed the Leadership in Energy and
Env i ronmenta l  Des ign  (LEED)  Green Bu i ld ing  Rat ing
SystemrM, a third-party certification. To be LEED certified is to

A patient's room atThe Sarkis and Siran Cabrellian Women's and
Children's Pavilion, Hackensack U niversity Medical Center.

be known for "reducing the negat ive environmental
impacts.. .  and improving occupant health and wel l -being."

"Buildings have a great impact on the environment. In
NewJersey, greenhouse gas emissions from buildings are espe-
cially high at around 36-39"/o," points out Andrew Topinka,
chairman of USCBC's New Jersey chapter (www'.usgbcnj.org).
"Today more municipalities are putting LEED cerlification into
their building requirements, and we have a larger group of
political leaders behind tax credits for LEED building."

Many New Jersey based corporations have taken up the
'green' cause. PNC Financial  Services Croup is planning
about 90 LEED-cert i f ied branches, and Val ley Nat ional
Bank recent ly underwent an energy-eff ic ient overhaul of  i ts
corporate headquarters. Two years ago/ Hackensack
Universi ty Medical  Center unvei led The Sarkis and Siran
Cabrel l ian Women's and Chi ldren's Pavi l ion, one of the
country 's f i rst  environmental ly responsible and sustainable
healthcare faci l i t ies that has since become a model for
other inst i tut ions worldwide. The Pavi l ion was creat ive in i ts
'green' construct ion, insulat ing wal ls with cotton-denim
scrap and bui lding cabinetry with wheat board as i ts core
instead of part ic le board, which contains formaldehyde.

"Our energy consumption has been loweq" says Suzen Heeley,
the hospital 's director of design and construct ion. "But I
think the more vis ible returns are the health of our employ-
ees and oatients."

"Media coverage about the environment is so gloom and
doom, so what needs to be done can seem overwhelming,"
Mottola remarks. "The reality is we do have the technology,
and solut ions are avai lable to avert  disaster.  The oroblem
can be solved."
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